
The Premier On-Demand
Professional Learning Video
Platform for Educators

Watch classroom 
videos of effective 
teaching practices 
with insights from the 
most respected voices 
in education.

www.ascd.org/pdinfocus



22 W W W . A S C D . O R G / P D I N F O C U S   |   P R O G R A M T E A M @ A S C D . O R G

The PD In Focus on-demand professional learn-
ing platform is an essential tool that provides 
online access to ASCD’s extensive library of 
teaching practice videos. Designed with blended 
learning and professional learning communities, 
schools, and districts in mind, the PD In Focus 
online application connects research-based 
practices with real-life examples of effective 
classroom instruction.

The PD In Focus online application offers

Personalized professional development 
content for every teacher.

Unlimited web-based access to videos.

Content that is accessible from both iOS 
and Android devices.

An easy-to-use interface that requires no 
additional software installations.

PD In Focus brings successful 
teaching practices to life!

Put PD In Focus tools to 
work at your school

Embedding PD In Focus tools 
into your school’s professional 
learning initiatives enables staff 
members to engage in brief, 
enjoyable, and deeply meaning-
ful activities.

Faculty at any grade, in every sub-
ject, and at every experience level 
can watch powerful examples of 
strategies and concepts that are 
essential to accomplishing the 
goals of accountability-based 
education systems and student 
achievement.
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Why PD In Focus?

With an annual subscription to the PD In Focus system, your entire school or district 
can access nonstop professional development (PD) support. This constant connection 
to on-demand video streaming can help energize staff members and bring theories on 
instructional improvement to life. 

An online host provides background information and context for the videos. Teacher lead-
ers, principals, staff developers, and other PD leaders can also set up learning groups, make 
assignments, and monitor group and individual activities and progress.

Search tool

A powerful filtered search tool lets users scan the video library for clips based on a topic, 
grade level, subject area, classroom type, and more. You can find exactly what you need to 
put theories into practice right away.

Your team can also work collaboratively on video topics, rate each video, and keep an 
online journal of observations.

FEATURES 
Get access to new video con-
tent and continuous updates.

Develop strategic growth pro-
grams for your professional 
learning community or school.

Create a customized channel 
aligned with your PD plan.

Utilize assignment capabilities 
and group discussion boards.

Document your PD growth 
with My Journal Feature Set.

Measure improvement with 
advanced reporting tools.

Receive a certificate for PD 
clock hours.



Use a blended approach to professional learning

Each school or district can integrate PD In Focus concepts with face-to-face 
learning experiences based on its unique needs and preferences. Contact the 
ASCD Program Team for a free consultation to discover how we can develop a 
customized, blended learning plan for your staff. 

VIDEO CLIPS 
are designed to 
complement other 
research-based 
ASCD resources in 
blended learning 
or group learning 
situations. 
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Contact the Program  
Team at 1-800-933-2723  

or 1-703-578-9600, ext. 5773,  
or e-mail programteam@ascd.org.



PD In Focus channels are 
aligned with popular and 
widely used instructional 
frameworks and the Common 
Core State Standards. 

Differentiated Instruction 

Differentiated instruction is 
responsive instruction that addresses 
and takes into account students’ 
varied learning needs. This channel, 
based on the work of Carol Ann 
Tomlinson, explores how to ensure 
that all students meet learning goals 
and provides practical teaching and 
learning strategies.

The Common Core

Explore how the Common Core 
State Standards approach literacy 
and mathematics in new and 
important ways. Through video 
examples, you’ll learn practical 
ways to put the standards to work 
in classrooms.

Conducting an Effective 
IEP Meeting Aligned with 
the Common Core

This channel focuses on the nuts  
and bolts of structuring and 
executing an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) meeting 
that is tied to the Common Core 
State Standards. Watch as a school 
team—composed of a school 
principal, special education teacher, 
language arts teacher, and math 
teacher—meets with the parent of a 
special needs student and engages 
in an annual review that uses the 
Common Core State Standards to 
help inform his goals.

The Art and Science of 
Teaching

Based on the work of the same 
name by Robert Marzano, this 
channel presents a comprehensive 
framework for effective teaching 
that consists of three major focus 
areas and ten design questions, 
all of which are powerfully 
interconnected as part of the art 
and science of great teaching.

Enhancing Professional 
Practice

Based on ASCD’s acclaimed book 
Enhancing Professional Practice: 
A Framework for Teaching, this 
channel will help educators bring 
the components of successful 
teaching practices and classroom 
observation processes to life. 
Scenes from elementary, middle, 
and high school classrooms 
illustrate what successful 
teachers do in all four domains 
of effective practice: planning 
and preparation, the classroom 
environment, instruction, and 
professional responsibilities.

Formative Assessment

Written by authors Douglas Fisher 
and Sue Brookhart, the resources in 
this channel explain what formative 
assessment is, why it’s an important 
classroom approach for teachers, and 
how to use formative assessments 
to gather evidence about student 
learning and to make appropriate 
teaching adjustments. 

All PD In Focus videos are organized into channels guided 
by widely recognized ASCD authors and experts. The PD 
In Focus platform has more than 450 on-demand videos, 
including short clips, and more than 90 hours of full-length 
video programs. 

CHANNELS

W W W . A S C D . O R G / P D I N F O C U S   |   P R O G R A M T E A M @ A S C D . O R G4



Giving Effective Feedback 
to Your Students

In this channel, teachers 
demonstrate written and oral 
feedback strategies that put 
students at the center of learning 
and help them improve their own 
performance. Teachers use feedback 
in the formative assessment process 
to improve the focus of classroom 
lessons and instructional strategies. 
This channel is based on the book 
How to Give Effective Feedback to 
Your Students by Sue Brookhart.

Integrating Literacy into 
Curriculum

Common Core State Standards 
reinforce the new definition of 
literacy by raising the bar for 
student achievement. But how 
will teachers help students reach 
that bar? In this channel, visit an 
elementary school district and 
a high school where integrating 
literacy education is working. Learn 
how to increase student success by 
integrating literacy learning into  
all content areas.

Never Work Harder Than 
Your Students

Robyn R. Jackson, the author of 
ASCD’s wildly popular book Never 
Work Harder Than Your Students 
and Other Principles of Great 
Teaching, explains how any teacher 
can develop the qualities and mind-
set of a great teacher. Scenes from 
real classrooms take you through 
each of the seven principles 
described in her book. 

Implementing RTI in 
Secondary Schools

Go beyond the Response to 
Intervention (RTI) theory to 
understand exactly what schools do 
to help struggling students close 
achievement gaps. Learn about 
online research tools and discover 
how to build expert teacher pools in 
this channel based on the work of 
ASCD author Margaret Searle.
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STEM 

Providing students with a well-
rounded education that includes 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM) will help 
prepare them for the jobs of the 
future. Learn how to incorporate 
STEM and 21st century learning 
skills into instruction at all grade 
levels and improve students’ 
learning experiences.

The Strategic Teacher

Drawing on Harvey Silver’s book 
The Strategic Teacher: Selecting the 
Right Research-Based Strategy for 
Every Lesson, this channel features 
educators from across the United 
States who use practical, research-
based instructional and professional 
growth strategies to transform 
their static classrooms and schools 
into passionate places that revive 
students’ joy for learning.

Vocab in Action:  
Critical Strategies 
for Your Classroom

Based on Marilee Sprenger’s 
best-selling books, Teaching 
the Critical Vocabulary of the 
Common Core and Vocab Rehab, 
this channel puts Sprenger’s 
brain-research–based, time-
saving strategies for mastering 
vocabulary into action in real 
classrooms to boost student 
knowledge for the key words they 
need to know for success with the 
Common Core standards.



RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

Customer service

The ASCD Web Help team can assist 
you with questions about PD In 
Focus. Call 1-800-933-2723 or 1-703-
578-9600, ext. 5773, Monday–Friday, 
8:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. eastern time, or 
e-mail WebHelp@ascd.org.

Online resources

Through the PD In Focus system, ASCD 
has developed many tools and resources 
to support the planning, implementa-
tion, and monitoring of your profes-
sional development program. Resources 
available in the platform include a PD 
Leaders and Facilitators Guide, planning 
guides, and video tutorials. 

PD In Focus subscribers will also receive 
a quarterly newsletter featuring updates 
on new channels and best practices for 
online learning.

ASCD EDge® PD In Focus 
User Group

Interact with other PD In Focus users 
on ASCD EDge, our online community 
of educators. Share best practices, get 
answers to questions, and learn about 
new video additions to the platform. To 
join the PD In Focus User Group, sign up 
for a free account at edge.ascd.org, click 
on “Groups,” select PD In Focus User 
Group, and then click “Join.”
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FREE TTRIAL
GET STARTED 

More than 80 percent of  
PD In Focus users are likely 
to recommend the platform 
to a colleague or peer, and 
more than 84 percent of users 
give the PD In Focus system a 
positive rating.

Source: 2014 ASCD PD In Focus User Survey

NAMED 
BEST ONLINE 

PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

TOOL IN 2014

80%
recommend 

to peers

84%
positive 
rating
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Your 14-day trial includes access to all channels and topics. 
Explore how the PD In Focus system can help you create  
powerful, ongoing, and differentiated professional develop-
ment strategies. Sign up at www.ascd.org/pdinfocus.

Get a subscription for your school or district

An annual subscription provides unlimited access to the 
entire staff at your school, and typically costs less than $50  
per user.

Find out how to implement the PD In Focus system in your school 
or district today.  Call the ASCD Program Team at 1-800-933-2723 or  

1-703-578-9600, ext. 5773, or e-mail programteam@ascd.org,  

or go to www.ascd.org/pdinfocus.



For questions regarding school 
or district subscriptions, contact the 
ASCD Program Team.

E-mail:  programteam@ascd.org

Telephone:  1-800-933-2723  
or 1-703-578-9600, ext. 5773

Web:  www.ascd.org/pdinfocus


